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FREE LISTING! 


Do you have a community group 
that you would like to have listed 
in our Community Groups Section? 


Here's How You do it: 


Es. 


= 


Send us an e mail including a 
Thirty word description of your 
Non-Profit, or Charitable group. 


. Don't forget to include contact 


information such as a permanant 
phone number, address, and 
e-mail address. 


3. Title your e-mail to us 


‘DIRECTORY LISTING with 

the name of your group. 

(eg: DIRECTORY LISTING 
FOR GAY SWIMMERS) 


Note: This service is free for 
non-profit, and/or charitable groups. 
Please make sure that the contact 
information does not belong to an 


individual. 


The contact info. should 


be something that is permanant to 
the group. 


Call (780) 415-5616 


or e mail: times1O@telusplanet.net 
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of the writer. The writers name can be witheld if so requested. Publication of 
the name or photograph of any person or organization in articles or advertis- 
ing in Times .10 is not to be construed as any indication of the sexual 
orientation of such person or oganization. All material in this publication is 
copyrighted and must not be reproduced without permission from Times .10 
Publications Society. The only exception to the copyright is the material from 
National AIDS Clearing house which may be duplicated with credit given. 


Join Millions of other people 
from our World Wide 
Community at 
www.times10.org 
Our Stories, Photos 
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It's Cool to 
Be Gay! 
(Or at least 
Bi) 


By Joey Gierulski 
Assistant Editor 


I remember hearing my 
mother telling me all of the 
horror stories of gay bashing 
when she was younger, and 
how bad it was for gays. I 
do not mean to sound 
sadistic, but I did found it 
rather intriguing to hear all 
about these occurrences. 
About how she saw a man 
being beat up because they 
knew he was gay, and how 
mobs lurks. Around 
frequented gay 
establishments like the 
Roost and Flashbacks to 
prove their heterosexuality 
by beating up gay men. The 
reason I found this 
intriguing is because I doubt 
she was even there to see 
these events. I think they 
were all just hearsay. You 
know how it goes, “I hear 
that the gays get beat up 
every night by mobs of 
mountain men” and then 
that person tells two people 
and so on and so on. It is 
quite clear that the late 70’s 
and early 80’s wasn’t the 
most popular time to be gay, 
but I am sure it was not as 
bad as it was made out to 
be. 


Times really do change 
though; quite drastically 
might ladd. When I was in 


high school, (which was 
not too long ago) 
homosexuality was not 
widely accepted. I had it 
lucky though; I managed 
to come out totally to my 
whole high school with 
no apparent problems. 
However it still was not 
the most popular thing to 
do, come out of the closet, 
but I managed to do it. 
Don’t get me wrong, I 
still had the odd breeder 
come up to me and poke 
fun, but I just got them 
all hot and bothered. In 
the end I had my way 
with them and they left 
me alone, in fear that I 
would blab aboutit. Hey, 
I was young so don’t 
criticize. But all in all, 
my luck excluded, being 
gay in a suburban high 
school was not the most 
popular thing to do. I 
hear other people tell me 
about the tough time they 
had when they came out 
in high school, and it 
probably was not the 
most enjoyable 
experience. 


Today however, 
everyone seems to be Bi- 
sexual or Gay or Lesbian 
in high school. No, 
really! I hear stories 
about how lots of girls 
have done “things” with 
another girl, and how 
some guys try it once or 
twice to see what its like. 
I don’t know, it is 
probably a status thing 
with teens. You know, 
“T like both, it makes me 
more of afree spirit. Yay 
for being independent.” 
Oh, and the all-time 
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favorite excuse, “Everyone 
High 


else is doing it” 


school kids... they are so 
impressionable. 


The other point that I find 
fascinating is that it is cool 
to have a gay friend, or at 
least to know someone that 
is gay. I guess itis a way of 
identification by 
association. 


a. 


are aLss 
ed 


Gary K. Patterson 
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parents were younger it 
was taboo to talk about 
homosexuality or even to 
be associated with it. I 
suppose as times change 
we all change too. Some 
faster than others but 
sooner or later we will go 
with it. 


I find it just bizarre that in 
just three years, young 
adults can start to accept 
new and _ alternative 
lifestyles, and can freely 
identify themselves with 
lifestyles that were not so 
widely accepted in years 
past. I am not saying that 
all the young adults are 
doing this, and that 
everyone is accepting it, 
but I think it is the start of 
a new phase. 


Being gay is cool. 


LR. 
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Agent 
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Mr. Dennis Cambly 
Managing Editor 
Times.10 Publications + 


Dear M 


I want to express my heartfelt gratitude for the wonderful support and encouragement that I received 
from you and your readers of Times.10 Magazine during the Federal Election. 


I am honoured to have been re-elected as the Member of Parliament for the federal riding of 
Edmonton Centre. I could not have done it without your support and that of your readers, and the 
hundreds of volunteers, from both within and outside the riding, who worked hard to ensure success 
on Election Night. 


Again, thank you so much for your support and friendship. Please accept my best wishes for the 
future. 


Yours Sincerely, 


A. Anne McLellan 


Authorized by Roger Thomson Official Agent for Anne McLellan 
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One Good 
Turn 


By Dennis Cambly 
Managing Editor 


On one afternoon notto long 
ago Anne and I were at her 
office have a heated debate 
about things I was unhappy 
about with her government. 
A short time month later we 
are giving each other a hung 
and life goes on. We have, 
once again shown that there 
issvintelligent “life in 
Edmonton Centre. 


With Gilles Duceppe 
holding the balance of 
power we could have one of 
the best working Minority 
Governments since Prime 


Hednesda 


Olympie Fever 


Hosted hy 


Weena Luv & 


Sticky Vicky 


$150.00 in 
Cash Prizes 


Happy Hour Draft 


8-Midnight 


Private Members Club 
10345-104 Street 
426-3150 


Minister Lester Pearson. 
Gilles has nothing to lose 
by standing by the 
government, even in a 
confidence vote, with such 
a historic vote in Quebec. 


As for those other guys they 
really must get rid of those 
losers from the old Socred 
Party and get on witha new 
policy that includes all 
Canadians. They ought to 
know by now that just white, 
go-to-church, starched 
shirts, some in brown are a 
thing of the past and will 
never govern this diverse 
mosaic called Canada. 
“Blessed are the 
peacemakers for they shall 
fulctTU we theamecarth: 
Canadians have seen their 
share of real war, not the 
video game war of the 
United States networks, and 
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we have a proud history of 
being there atacall toarms. 
We went to war in 1939 to 
fight the Nazi’s but the 


United States satit out until 
mid 1943 while the planet 
was at war. Did you know 
that Hitler was one of the 


last — people to use 
preemptive strikes against 
another nation? 


I felt during the election in 


general that the print media 


ly §; 


was bias to the extreme, 
especially here in Alberta, 
where you would find 
election material deep into 
their “news” while their 
candidate took cover after 
cover story. It was not the 
same in the rest of Canada 
where some fairness in 
reporting could be found. 
As to television it is my 
feeling the CBC did the 
best job of attempting to 
cover all aspects of the news 
for all of the parties. 


We have been shown that 
those 1000 people that are 
always “polled” at not 
representative of the 
country. It makes it more 
unto our friends to the south 
who hit people with these 
polls every day. The 
pollsters will have to go 
back to their drawing boards 
and come up with 


something in keeping with 
the 21“ Century. 


Recognize that things we 
used to take for granted have 
changed greatly since the 
attack on the United States 
when those towers fell. The 
media has become the media 
or fear and terror on the very 
people who support it. Itis a 
shame that our media in 
Canada must take its orders 
from the military of the 
United States. They chose 
to do the preemptive strike 
against another nation and 
we did not participate. That 
is what happens when a 
country is striving for a 
barrel of that black tar called 
oil. If they really wanted to 
bring peace to the Middle 
East then they could simply 
threaten Israel with no 
money until the New Berlin 
Wall comes down. Then get 
down to the table and settle 
‘the long running dispute 
caused apy ean 


I have just a few words as I 
digress. Ronald Reagan 
died while our election was 
going and our Prime 
Minister could not make it 
to the funeral. Great, why 
go the funeral of a mass 
murder and make him a 
hero. We were 6 or more 
years into the AIDS 
epidemic before the son of 
bitch would even mention 
the word. Millions were 
dead or dying but his budget 
was in the trillions for 
military spending and 
around 40 million for AIDS 
research. With over 40 
million dead and almost 100 
million infected he should 
have been the one on trial 
for crimes against 


By Michael Berry 
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humanity. This shows the 
decay of values on ahuman 
life and usually spells the 
end of a once great power. 


We have begun anew Series 
Of Pablic Service 
Announcements created by 
various Networks dealing 
with HIV/AIDS in Canada. 
Robert Smith tells you more 
in his article. We know that 
Prevention is the Cure so 
do not be looking for some 
magic pill in your lifetime. 
As to all those drugs now 
available, they will keep 
you alive for a little while 
longer as your mind and 
body fade away, and then 
you die. We will be running 
all of the public service 
announcements, along with 


articles, please read them and 
let you mind take a break and 
think about them. 


Now it is time for all the 
volunteers at Times .10 to 
take a well-deserved break. 
We print the July/August 
issue as a single issue to do 
just that and let everyone 
enjoy some of our summer 
and festivities. All the photos 
taken of the parade, The Divas 
and Coronation 2004 will be 
scanned and placed on our 
Website. A very special thank 
you to Joey Gierulski for 
without him this issue may 
have been delayed. Love U 
Babe :) 


Have a Safe and Happy 
Summer and see you in 
September. 


| ¥Oi WERE RIGHT, BASE, 
1 | Now IM GLAD WE DONT GET | 
: er ae RO 


fx 
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The Riots 
That 
Sparked The 
Gay 
Revolution 


By David Carter 


I must declare an interest. I was 
interviewed for this book ten or 
so years ago, at which time it 
became clear both to David 
Carter and to me that my 
testimony concerning my 
whereabouts (the Stonewall Inn) 
and occupation (witness to an 
altercation) at 11:30 on the night 
of June 27, 1969, would notat all 
pan out in respect to the events 
that began taking place two hours 
later, in the early morning hours 
of June 28. 


Nonetheless, David Carter’s then 
hypothetical reconstruction of 
the evidence concerning the 
tortuous, mutually antagonistic 
relations, read turf squabble, 
between the Sixth Precinct and 
the Public Morals unit regarding 
that gold mine of graft, the 
Stonewall, touched on in 
“Stonewall, The Riots That 
Sparked the Gay Revolution”, 
have greatly assisted me in my 
own ongoing researches into the 
Life we all once led. 


The fall of the Bastille (July 14, 
1789) had very little to do with 
the invention of the French 
Revolution. The French 


Bes ae : 
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Revolution as such was 


invented in and by the Reign of 


Terror (dates of duration and 
high points as recorded in the 
Revolutionary Calendar 
available on request). 


The Stonewall riots represent 
the fall of the Bastille of the 
now-lionized Gay Revolution. 
“Stonewall, The Riots That 
Sparked the Gay Revolution,” 
is the most thoroughly 
researched, most coherent 
deuterocanonical account 
anybody is ever likely to read, 
and, like the Exodus story of 
the parting of the Red Sea (the 


one by God and Moses, not the 
one by Leon Uris—and this is 


important because David Carter 
is amuch better writer than Leon 
Uris, and in fact writes very 
much like, well, not God 
perhaps, but Moses certainly), 
ought to be in the library of 
every literate queer who likes an 
argument. 


And if of necessity “Stonewall” 
preaches, it doesn’ treally preach 
to the choir so much as give the 
choir a singing lesson, and God 
knows those ones need the 
discipline as they’ve been 
singing off-pitch, sharping more 


EM ECD HOUSE 


than flatting for at leasta decade. 
(And let’s get this straight: 
nobody is talking here about 
The Gay Men’s Chorus; The 
Gay Men’s Chorus sings better 
than even the Mormons.) 


I am writing this in Dublin, 
which, having just finished 
celebrating (most 
exuberantly) the one 
hundredth anniversary of 
Bloomsday, is gearing up 
for a week-long celebration 
of gay pride, for which a 
brochure has been printed, 
complete with grand picture 
and lovely words of 
congratulation and 
encouragement by the lord 
mayor, a darling-looking 
family man, not gay as such, 
but of wide sympathy, and 
quite on the qui vive (in this 
at least), politically 
speaking. And all because 
of Stonewall? So it says in 
Carter’s book, and not in 
small print either. 


The Gay Activists Alliance, 
which grew up in the wake 
of Stonewall, marches in 
1970. 

I mention this because in 
my bold youth (and please, 
don’t worry, I still, unlike 
the great majority of well- 
to-do homosexuals I have 
met in my travels in gay 
America, vote Democratic) 
I was described as 
temperamentally 
resembling a Fenian, and 
indeed in one way a more 


apposite comparison, 
mentally and spiritually, to 
Stonewall-veteran faggotry 
could scarcely be imagined. 
The Fenians were and are the 
wild boys, the scare queens, 
of the movement of Irish 
liberation from seven 
centuries of English rule. 
They called themselves Sinn 
Fein—‘‘Ourselves Alone” — 
and today having laid down 
their arms, they are 
represented in the Irish 
Parliament (whereas nobody 
remotely Jacobin has sat in 
the French National 


Smith’s Back Street trick, 
okay? 


And to round off the 
argument of dimension, 
bringing in as I do like to do 
the, idéa: of “a.:Queer 
Republican Calendar (and 
you. can take Republican in 
any sense you like), for an 
enormous number, in fact a 
demonstrable majority of 
homosexual men and 
women over the age of 60 
(who were of course in 1969 
over the age of 25, not street 
kids, and thus aware as David 
Carter has not become of the 


Assembly since the founding 
of the Third Republic). 


I mention this in attempt to 
suggest that just as any and 
every Irish American who 
wished to further himself in 
his new country had 
absolutely to accommodate 
both his exuberance and his 
Celtic Otherworld 
dimension, well, look at the 
Kennedys, (illustrating both 
the ineluctable modality of 
the visible and the Queer 
Land-of-Oz dimension, as 
well as to stressing plain fact) 
no queer with any kind of 
Stonewall notion of going 
naked into battle, as did the 
Celts, men and women both, 
scaring the shit out of the 
Romans, is ever going to go 
to Washington, exceptas Mr. 


that New York 


fact 
throughout the 60s, in the 
wake of the Kennedys and 
as a result both of the 
markedly queer dimension 
to Camelot and of the 


relatively laissez-faire 
Lindsay administration, had 
already become if not quite 
queer-friendly, then 
certainly more queer- 
flexible —and this in spite of 
the transparently 
opportunistic and largely 
ineffective gestures of Ilse 
Koch, she-wolf of the SS, 
and the bumbling Carol 
Greitzer) “Stonewall” all 
told happened not late in 
the month of June, 1969, 
but at the end of the month 
of Judy in the year of The 
Man That Got Away. 


This necessary canonical 
idea, at the time as self- 
evident as the propositions 
in the Declaration of 
Independence, was 
unhappily, almost 
immediately suppressed— 
for Judy had _ died 
ingloriously, and her cause 
would not be revived until a 
generation of her adherents 
had died looking more or 
less the way she did—by 
the Directoire of the 
movement, sponsors of the 
Reign of Terror of the 
Clones (and their color- 
coded handkerchiefs). 


But to the situation of the 
book—and I must tell you 
sadly that David Carter 
doesn’t buy the Judy effect 
either—you must go out and 
buy it. Its architecture is 
sturdy and its detail 
engrossing. The main 
characters (all naturally self- 
appointed, self-serving, self- 
involved, and so what?) are 
incisively drawn and 
extremely well-cast, and if 
one is inclined to say at the 
end “Oh, yeah? Well, that’s 
your story, sisters, and yez 
are all stuck with it,” then 
the onus of a sceptic’s 
collected reservations falls 
not on David Carter, who 
has spun a great yarn, but on 
the fabricators of the yarn 
itself, which really is not only 
not strong silk, or better still 
nylon, but more like the 
polyester of the double-knit 
suits in sorbet shades so 
popular in the 70s or even, 
I’m afraid, Ultrasuede. 


Here then, in David Carter’s 
strong telling, was a situation 
pregnant with possibilities 
in which not only did nobody 
think to say “Everybody go 
home” (the way I had by 
11:45), but suddenly 
Everybody Who Should 
Have Been There seems to 


have in fact descended on the 
dump like it was 
Bloomingdale’s going out of 
business or the appointed site 
of the Second Coming of Maria 
Montez. One must only marvel 
at the miraculous Foundation 
Myth glory of it all, as so many 
of the select elect would seem 
to have been endowed with that 
property of the glorified body 
(as defined, of course, before 
the era of the serious gym-clone) 
known as bi-localism. 


And mystery more, the non- 
response of the gallant Sixth 
Precinct, while the Public 
Morals (after what used to be 
called, but seems to be no more 
called, the “shot glass heard 
“round the world”) ducked 
down behind the bar, and finally 
became barricaded inside the 
place like obdurate revellers 
blitzed at the Ritz, which 
however The Stonewall surely 
wasn’t. 


It was of course Max’s Kansas 
City, where the real work of 
revolution was _ being 
accomplished night after night 
throughout the late 60s and early 
70s, that was more—in fact the 
most, in terms of who came and 
did what—like The Ritz. 
Another story for another book 
review—and in fact both the 
book and the review have been 
out since the late 90s, and would 
not be mentioned here at all but 
for the irresistible opportunity 
afforded by David Carter’s 
citation of three Stonewall drag 
queens meant to be emblematic 
of the allure of the events that 
transpired there: Jackie 
Hormona, Marsha Johnson, and 
Zazu Nova. I mean, pleased to 
meet you, girls, but really, as 
over and against Jackie Curtis, 
Candy Darling and the supreme 
and evergreen Miss Holly 
Woodlawn, not only no cigar, 
sweethearts, but no match either 
to light up your last roach, get 
me?. 
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Pride In 
Edmonton 


By Robert Smith 


Pride is here, a week of 
celebration for a people 
moving away from 
oppression and 
discrimination. And aside 
from a couple of small 
groups proclaiming 
GLBTT people vile and out 
to destroy the almighty 
Alberta family, there was 
little hoopla. They waved 
their placards on the 
opposite side of Jasper 
Avenue from the celebrants 
and seemed almost envious 
that there appeared to be 
more joy in our lives than 
theirs. The Edmonton 
Journal remained 
traditional by publishing 
pictures of well-dressed 
“girls”, while ignoring the 
families and thousands of 
“normally” dressed 
individuals who add their 
less flashy fashion sense to 
our drag sisters. 


We have come a long way 
in taking up our freedom 
and declaration of self as 
can be seen in the numbers 
of people who lined Jasper 
Avenue. They applauded 
and cheered and moved 
further soul rol mane 
debilitating isolation that 
results from living in a 
closet. 


HIV Edmonton wants to 
thank the Pride Committee 
of Edmonton and their many 
volunteers for the 
tremendous amount of work 
that went into organizing 


this week’s events. A 
committee that has been a 
somewhat acrimonious 
annual frustration in past 
years is reputed to have 
taken the high road and 
worked cooperatively to 
put on a week of fabulous 
events. 


Assumptions Campaign: 
How Do You Know What 
You Know? 


One suneel SaerLLy: 
Edmonton and a 
National Advisory 
Team headed by 
AIDS Vancouver 
launched a crisp, 
fresh, in-your-face 
HIV prevention 
campaign aimed at gay/ 
bisexual/MSM and a 
continued trend toward 
forgoing condoms for anal 
intercourse. Presenting 
this campaign, designed 
and released in San 
Francisco in 2001, was a 
brash step on the part of 
LHe wPaSeNncies wil Histx 
Canadian cities, Halifax, 
Montreal, Toronto, 
Winnipeg, Edmonton and 
Vancouver. 


The message “How do you 
know what you Know?” is 
aimed at our subconscious 
and the way in which men 
make decisions based on 
assumptions during sexual 
contact. The imagery is 
provocative and intimate. 
“Think Again” reminds us 
to look a second time at a 
decision to go without 
condoms when there is a 
possibility of HIV being 
the third partner in our 
lovemaking. “He came 
inside me, he must be 
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negative.” and “I came m 
inside him, he must be 
positive.” Reflects the 
messages we are not giving 
to one another we are down 
to the wire. We have lots of 
sex, but not everyone is 
talking about it. The 
Assumptions Campaign 
reminds us that we need to. 
(See the full-page on the 


EDMONTON 


back over in this issue of 
Times. 10) 


Unfortunately, not 
everyone thinks this 
campaign bears a good 
health message. The 
concept was originally a 
street campaign supported 
by posters, post cards and 
urinal ads. The street 
presence was to have been 
in bus shelters, LRT 
Stations street ads and 
billboards. Nationally, the 
advisory team had been 
negotiating with Pattison 
Outdoor Media who 
controls these venues 
across Canada. Less than 
two months before the 
launch of the campaign, 
Pattison refused to run any 
of the images. In every 
participating city except 
Toronto and some Ontario 
cities they had expanded 
their campaign into, the 
largest image presence was 
denied us. 


Pattison stated that the 
images and messages 
would offend advertising 
standards and public 
sensibilities. This is the 
same company who runs 
images for a gay/bisexual/ 
MSM telephone cruiseline 
on the very billboards HIV 
Edmonton had _ been 
negotiating for, leaving big 
questions about the 
reasoning behind 
denying a health 
marketing campaign 
a street presence. 
V 1 alc, oem 
Edmonton’s only 
outdoor advertising 
alternative was 
already booked in 
the locations that 
would have _ been 
appropriate. to reach the 
men we are targeting. The 
National Advisory Team 
is still deciding on what 
action will be taken against 
Pattison Outdoor. 


But hold on to your short 
one’s folks because it 
doesn’t end there. On 
Tuesday, June 21, Phillip 
Banks of AIDS Vancouver 
emailed the team and 
advised us that Outlooks 
Magazine out of Calgary 
refused to run our images 
as well. Now this one really 
floors us. This is anational, 
supposedly GLBEL 
“community” rag that 
purports to be a positive 
publication within a new 
self-respecting “gay” 
community. Roy Heale is 
one of the homos living in 
that “glass closet” that I 
am not so proud of. When 
reviewing their June 
edition I found overadozen 
images that are certainly 


not aimed at kids. Obviously, 
using sexual imagery to sell 
sex or business and product is 
far more forgiving than using 
provocative imagery to sell 
sexual health. 


And, as if that were notenough 
of a kick to the groin of HIV 
prevention, Heale and his rag 
have refused to refund our 
deposit. Well done, Outlooks; 
perhaps its time for a name 
change to perhaps “Nota Very 
Good Outlook”. The National 
Advisory Team will be taking 
action against Outlook, though 


that action (at the writing of 


this article) has not been settled 
upon. 


GMOC Gets Back on Feet 


GMOC (Gay Men’s 
Outreach Crew) is in for 
another round. Through 
some funding negotiations, 
Planned Parenthood of 
Edmonton (PPAE), the soon 
to be extinct GLCCE, HIV 
Edmonton and the Alberta 
Community HIV Fund 
(ACHF) a $20,000.00 one 
year grant was awarded to 
PPAE to administer the 
GMOC project. Rob 
Browatzke was hired into a 
half time, 10 month Project 
Coordinator position. 


An unfortunate reality for 


gay/bisexual/MSM HIV 


Tuesdays! 


Show Us Your Ass! 
We'll Give You 
Some Cash! 


All Molson Products 
$3.50 8-12am 


a for Edmonton's Hottest AS 


vate Members Club / 10345-104 St. / 426-3150 


programming in Edmonton 
is that GMOC has never had 
sustainable long term 
funding. It has been running 
for two year stints on project 
money from ACHF that 
when completed, leaves men 
in our community without 
the great outreach and 
education work that GMOC 
is known for. 


Rob will be reinvigorating 
the Coming Out and Being 
Gay workshops and hopes to 
successfully present a new 
Positively Gay workshop 
beginning in September. Part 
of his responsibilities will 
also include’ creating 
community connections with 


broader health, education and 
social service organizations. 
Bringing gay/bisexual/MSM 
health and wellness issues to 
the various tables planning 
programming within these 
areas will assist in removing 
some of the ignorance that 


dominates the issues 
impacting HIV/AIDS 
transmission, support and 
advocacy. 


If you would like to volunteer 
for the outreach crew, or to 
become a workshop facilitator 
or to assist Rob with his many 
project ideas, please call 488- 
0564 and sign on. Rob 


welcomes all the help he can 
get. 


LOCKER FOR GUYS 18 - 25 


oul s onIGHT - AAM EWERYRAY | 
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Coming Soon! 
Flamingo Bingo! pe 
Food Specials 
Cheap Drinks 

Cheap Shots 
$2,000 in Cash! est. 


Watch our website for details 


Private Members Club / 10345-1604 St. 
426-3340 f/f www theroostnitectabh.com 


br Cty Cafe 
Online 


10724 - 124 Street, Edmonton, Aloerta 


14 Times.10 Magazine, July/August 2004 


_ Hundreds of Pictures in our Archives at www.times10.org/archiv 


Vol 11 #10 Times.10 Magazine 15 


A message 
from the 
Empress, 


One Community- 
Many voices 


The Imperial Sovereign 
Court of the Wild Rose 
held it’s 29" annual 
Coronation ball on June 5", 
and I am honored to be 
elected Empress 29. I will 
do Edmonton and the Gay 
community proud while I 
serve with the I.S.C.W.R. 
Each year, the newly 
elected Monarchs choose a 


Come Out & Celebrate! 


charity (or charities) to 
raise money for. My chosen 
Charities are the U of A 
Stollery Children’s 
Hospital Foundation, and 


the Canadian Breast Cancer 
Foundation. 


Win Great Prizes & 
Dance te Her Musie' 
Plus a Surprise Giveaway! 


WARMER MUSIC 
CANADA 


10345-104 ot / 426-3156 
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News From the Court 


My personal goal is to 
raise money for those 
charities by way of 
production shows, and 
many different live/drag 
shows at the various 
clubs. I would also like to 
hold events outside of the 
bars for family and 
friends. We need more 
people from our 
community getting 
involved with the ISCWR. 


Come and 


‘ ‘cB 
voice your £Z 
opinion about > \y ‘4 
what you , 
would like to “oe 
see our 


Organization do to better 
the Gay community. I 
invite you to get involved, 


helping in any way you 
can. 


If you would like to learn 
more about the ISCWR, 
our general meetings are 
held the last Wednesday of 
each month at the Garage, 
10244 106" Street at 8pm. 
Come and hear what events 
are being planned, or tell us 
what you would like to see 
us do for our community. 


Let’s get the community 
working together, so we 
can all make a difference! 


The “Way off Broadway” 
Empress that cares, 
Empress XXIX 

Sticky Vicky 


Few from the Top 


Step Down Speech 


No man is an island, entire of 
itself; every man is a piece of the 
continent, a part of the main. 


It’s a quote that has been foremost 
on my mind for the last year. As 
Mr. Edmonton Leather I have 
been given a distinct honour and 
privilege of representing you to 
the world. And an honour it has 
been. This community ROCKS! 


I would like to give the speech 
that the IML people never heard. 
It explains how I feel about this 
community. So with your 
indulgence. 


Honored Judges, Fellow 
Contestants and my Brothers and 
Sisters in Leather. 


As titleholders we all recognize 
the value of service to our 
community 


However it’s rare to find a 
community that gives as much as 
it gets and for me that place is my 
hometown Edmonton. For those 


of you who don’t know greater 
Edmonton is a city of about 1 
million about 3 hours drive 
north of Calgary. The people 
there genuinely care about each 
other. 


I guess I always knew that but it 
was brought home to me in late 
March this year. 


I was invited to one of the local 
bars to host a night of 
fundraising, which I readily 
agreed to. I found out the 
fundraising target was myself 
about 2 weeks before the event? 
At the time I felt I would be 
lucky to have 10 people show 
up for this thing, however, I 
was overwhelmed to find myself 
facing about 400 people all 
cheering me on. The pride they 
felt in having one of their own 
represent them at an 
international event was. 
...Overpowering. Icame away 
feeling Humbled that so many 
people would believe in my 
journey and me. 


I feel very strongly that the 
elements, which hold a 


Muscle Maid 


Cleaning Services 
Proudly Serving The Gay & Lesbian Community 
Of Edmonton 


We Offer : 


Regular Home Cleaning 
Weekly 


Biweekly 
Monthly 


Move In / Cleani 


Window Cleaning 


C Ister 
Cleaning 


For a free in home estimate call 


440-3258 
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community together is the 
respect strength and pride, I felt 
that night. 


The respect I feel from my 
community allows me to fully 
respect everyone. The strength 
I feel from my community allows 
me to remain strong. And the 
pride I feel from my community 
allows me to be proud of who I 
am and where I come from. 


Asa leather man I cannot expect 
more from my family nor should 
I expect less. 


You may not know but Mr. 
Edmonton is only required to be 
at 3 events thru the year. The 
Edmonton Coronation Ball, The 
Black Ice Event, and the 
following years Mr. Edmonton 
Contest. What we end up doing 
is a very different story. 


As you can see as title holders 
we aren’t idle but more 
importantly every time a title 
holder goes out to an event we 
represent you...the best of us 
and the most memorable. 

Now comes the time for me to 
start thanking specific people 
and groups for their unstinting 


To the community at large, I 
appreciate all the letters and calls 
of support. It was wonderful to 
know I wasn’t in this alone but 
had all of you standing behind 
me every time I spoke, wrote or 
appeared. The sense of family 
was incredible. 


Finally tomy husband of 20 years 
and my biggest Fan...Stan Sontz 
Words start to fail me at this 
point. How do you thank the one 
person that has stood beside you 
and at times behind me but never 
once let me feel alone. I love you 
Stan....andifthey let us marry in 
this province one day you would 
still be the one I would say I do 
to. Even after all this time. 


A couple of words to the new 
Mr. Edmonton. 


Use you community....it is our 
strength and our pride. We are 
Leather here...and we are proud 
of it. Show that to the world or 
whoever you choose to share that 
with but never forget us here.° 


Thank you once again 
It’s been an incredible ride. 


Mr. Edmonton Leather 2003 
Scott Bryen 


E dmontons Largest 
Collection of Gay 
and Lesbian 

» §Periodiaals 


| Grom Around The Would! 


Ges, Check-out 
‘ ‘p the Collection 


Birks | Building 


The Front Page 


10356 Jasper ave 426-1206 


Jordan's 
Story 


My name is Jordan, and I'm 
16 years old. I live in a small 
fishing/historic community 
in Nova Scotia. It is difficult 
being gay in this place 
because of all the masculinity 
expected of me. My father is 
58, so he expects me to be his 
hard working son, and my 
mother lives 2 hours away. (I 
just moved here with my dad 
after having several fights 
with my mother) 


My dad wants me to be like 

his Ist son, Kevin, who died 
in 1994'. He wants someone 
to be “chums” with, someone 
to help him set lobster traps, 
Someone to go In the woods 
and get a load of wood with, 
he wants a son. He knows I 
am gay, and does not bother 
me about it. But I can see 
everyday, that it does bother 
him. 


myself, I started cutting my 


I was born gay; it wasn’t my 
choice, however if I had the 
choice, I wouldn’t change 
anything. We were all born 
the way we are, and there is 
no reason to want to be 
anything different. 


All my life, Ihave been made 
fun of, been isolated, been 
whispered about, taunted and 
teased. But for what? HA! it 
was for nothing...I waited it 
out, I ignored them...and you 
know what? I’m a better 
person for it. 


Over the years I have harmed 


Get your 
fatty acids 


in here. 


(7917 CALGARY TRAIL SOUTH ° 433-6807) 
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arms, leaving small scars. 
Scars and scabs that I could 
walk around with, just to let 
people know I was hurting. 
That ended when I went 
overboard, and ended up 
getting 5 stitches. I began 
taking pills to make myself 
sick...hoping to 
O.D. I wanted my 
mother to come in 
and find me dead 
in bed. I wanted to 
ruin her life. I took 
20 extra strength 
pills one day. 
When I got up the 
next morning I was 
sick. Mom gave me 
more pills and sent 
me to bed. 


When I was feeling better, I 
went to see my friend Linda. 
Who is a wonderful woman, 
and deserves all the best. I 
wanted to tell her what I had 
done, so I did. She flipped at 
me, told me all the things that 
could happen to me (not 
death) I was so scared. Only 
being 13 I ran home and told 


my mom. She took me to the 
hospital and I spent 3 days and 
nights hooked to machines. 
This wasn’t my idea of a nice 
quick, “make everyone feel 
bad for Jordan” death. Instead 
it was a sour trick that didn’t 
do anything for me, it only 
made me look stupid. 


Sometimes when I get upset, 
because I am lonely, I have a 
nice drink. I know I shouldn’t, 
but if that’s what I need, then 
what’s the harm? 


I live with my dad 20 minutes 
from the nearest store and 20 
minutes from help. If I were to 
take pills here, I wouldn’thave 
a chance of getting help. I 
didn’t really want to die, I 
wanted people to leave me 
alone, and respect the fact that 
I am gay. I’m not ashamed of 
myself, and I hope nobody is 
ashamed of me. 


Iam who Iam, and I 
couldn’t be anything 
more...ME 


PLANCT 
ORGANIC 


MA SR RSE 


Open 7 days a week 


Mon to Fri 9:30am to 8pm 
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Sat 9:30am to 7pm 
Sun 11am to 7pm 


Elementary My Dear Watson 


Sherlock Holmes and Dr. Watson are 
going camping. They pitch their tent 
under the starts and go to sleep. 
Sometime in the middle of the night, 
Holmes wakes Watson up: “Watson, 
look up at the stars, and tell me what 
you deduce.” Watson says, “I see 
millions of stars and even if a few of 
those have planets, it’s quite likely 
there are some planets like Earth, and 
if there are a few planets like Earth out 
there, there might also be life.” Holmes 
replied: “Watson, you idiot, somebody 
stole our tent.” 


The Duck 


A duck walks into a bar and asks for 
some grapes. The barman confused 
said politely “No, we don’t have any 
grapes”. The duck said fine, thank you 
and walks out. The next day the duck 
comes back, asks the same question 
and gets the same answer. He repeats 
this again and again and the barman 
was getting a bit frustrated. So, the 
next day when the duck came in and 
asked the same question and the barman 
shouted “We don’t have any bloody 
grapes, so if you don’t shut up I'll nail 
your bloody beak to the floor!!!’ The 
duck thought for a moment then said, 
“You got any nails?” The barman 
confused said “No.” Then the duck 
said, “Right then, you got any grapes?” 


One too many, Pa. 


Two weasels are sitting on a barstool. 
One starts to insult the other one. He 
screams, “I slept with your mother!” 
The bar gets quiet as everyone listens 
to see what the other weasel will do. 
The first again yells, “I SLEPT WITH 
YOUR MOTHER!” The other says, 
“Go home dad you’re drunk.” 


In Remembrance 


A man and a friend are playing golf 
one day at their local golf course. One 
of the guys is about to chip onto the 
green when he sees a long funeral 
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doves & baffs!” 


procession on the road next to the 
course. He stops in mid-swing, takes 
off his golf cap, closes his eyes, and 
bows down in prayer. His friend says: 
“Wow, that is the most thoughtful and 
touching thing I have ever seen. You 
truly are a kind man.” The man then 
replies: “Yeah, well we were married 
35 years.” 


In a name 


Ever heard of the two gay Irishmen? 
Patrick Fitzhenry and Henry 
Fitzpatrick. 


Q: What do Gay Horses eat? 
A: Haaaaaaaaaaaay! 


Obvious points 


A blonde girl enters a store that sells 
curtains. She tells the salesman: “I 
would like to buy a pink curtain in the 
size of my computer screen”. The 
surprised salesman replies: “But, 
madam, computers do not have 


curtains”!!!.... And the blonde said: 
“Helloooooo00000.... Ive got 
Windows’ !!!ViHtiiiii! 


A New Career 


A man died and much to his surprise 
found himself in Hell. When Satan 
approached him he protested. “I’ ve led 
a good life. Why did I end up here?” 
“How many times did you cheat on 
your wife?” The man lowered his head. 
“T guess I do belong here.” “And that’s 
the trouble,” Satan replied. “Hell is 
full. What you have to do is pick 
someone and take their place. They 
will then be free to leave.” Satan began 
showing the man around. They came 
upon men shoveling coal into a massive 
furnace. The heat was almost 
unbearable. “I can’t to this,” the man 
said. “I have a bad back.” “Okay.” 
Satan led the man on. Next was a group 
of people standing up to their necks in 
excrement. wil hem ysiicline was 
overpowering. “I can’t do that. I have 
sensitive skin and sinus problems.” 
Satan sighed. “Okay, there is still more 


choices.”’ No matter what they saw, the 
man had an excuse for everything. Then 
they came upon a man chained spread- 
eagle and naked to a rock. There was a 
woman on her knees giving the man a 
blowjob. “He has this blow job for 
eternity?” The man asked. “Yes, thatis 
his fate.” “Okay, I’ ve made my choice.” 
“Are you sure?” The man nodded trying 
not to look too eager. “Okay, lady, you 
can go.” 


What do Lesbians Think About? 


An old cowboy dressed to kill with 
cowboy shirt; hat, jeans, spurs and chaps 
went to a bar and ordered a drink. As he 
sat there sipping his whiskey, a young 
lady sat down next to him. After she 
ordered her drink she turned to the 
cowboy and asked him, “Are you areal 
cowboy?” “Well, [have spent my whole 
life on the ranch herding cows, breaking 
horses, mending fences... I guess lam,” 
replied the cowboy. After a short while 
he asked her what she was. “I’ve never 
been on a ranch so I’m not a cowboy, 
but I am a lesbian. I spend my whole 
day thinking about women. As soon as 
I get up in the morning I think of 
women, when I eat, shower, watch TV, 
everything seems to make me think of 
women,” the young woman said. A 
short while later she left and the cowboy 
ordered another drink. 

A couple sat down next to him and 
asked, “Are you a real cowboy?” “I 
always thought I was, but I just found 
out that I’m a lesbian.” 


The Nun... Or so it would seem 


A hippie gets on a bus and proceeds to 
sit next to a Nun in the front seat. The 
hippie the asked the nun if she would 
have sex with him. Surprised, the Nun 
politely declines and gets off at the 
next stop. When the bus resumes, the 
bus driver says to the hippie “if you 
want I can tell you how you can get that 
nun to have sex with you!” The hippie 
says of course, the driver tells him that 
every Tuesday evening at midnight she 
goes to the cemetery to Pray to the 
Lord. “ If you went dressed in Robes 


and glowing powder,” said 
the male bus driver “you 
could tell her you were God 
and command her to have 
sex with you!” The hippie 
goes out the next Tuesday 
evening. And right on 
schedule the Nun shows up. 
In the middle of Praying, he 
comes out of hiding, in 
Robes and glowing with the 
mask of the God. “ I am 
God, I’ ve heard your Prayers 
and I will answer them but 
you must first give yourself 
to me!” The nun agrees but 
asked for anal sex so that 
she might keep her virginity. 
The hippie agrees and 
quickly goes to work on the 
Nun. After the hippie 
finishes, he rips off the mask 
and shouts out “Ha ha, ’m 
the hippie!” The Nun replies 
by whipping off her hood 
and shouting, Ha ha, I’m the 
bus driver!!” 


Watch out for Mother 
Nature! 


Two lesbians were out 
playing golf. They tee off 


and one drive goes to the 
right and one drive goes to 
the left. One of them finds 
her ball in a patch of 
buttercups. She grabs a club 
and takes a mighty swing at 
the ball. She hits a beautiful 
second shot, butin the process 
she hacks the hell out of the 
buttercups. Suddenly a 
woman appears out of 
nowhere. She blocks her path 
to her golf bag and looks at 
her and says, “I’m Mother 
Nature, and I don’t like the 
way you treated my 
buttercups. From now on, you 
won’t be able to stand the 
taste of butter. Each time you 
eat butter you will become 
physically ill to the point of 
total nausea.” The mystery 
woman then disappears as 
quickly as she appeared. 
Shaken, the woman calls out 
to her partner, “Hey, where’s 
your ball?” “It’s over here in 
the pussy willows.” She 
screams back, “DON’T HIT 
THE BALL!!!! DON’T HIT 
THE BALL!!!” 


E JOY 
o HOT! 


Facilities Include: 
New and Improved Steam Room, 
Hot Tub, Glory Hole Room 
Excersize & Lounge Area's 
Video a TV Rooms 


Edmonton's most complete oay me 


The Perfect Man 


The Perfect Man is gentle, 
never cruel or mean. He 
has a beautiful smile, and 
keeps his face so clean. 
The Perfect Man likes 
children, and will raise 
them by your side. He will 
be a good father As well as 
a good husband to his 
bride. The Perfect Man 
loves cooking, 

Cleaning and vacuuming, 
too. He’ll do anything in 
his power to convey his 
feelings of love to you. The 
Perfect Man is sweet 
Writing poetry from your 
name 

He’s a best friend to your 
mother, and kisses away 
your pain. He never has 
made you cry, or battered 
you in any way. To hell 
with this endless poem, 
The Perfect Man is gay. 


The Perfect Car 


A young woman had just 
purchased her dream car, a 


SAREE AEOGOS Jasper Ave or call us at 422.2581 OPEN 24/7 
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new BMW convertible, and 
was having trouble tuning her 
radio to a station she wanted. 
She returned to the BMW 
dealership and confronted the 
salesman, complaining about 
the radio. “Miss,” the 
salesperson said, “this is a 
very sophisticated radio. 
There is no requirement to 
use the buttons or dials. You 
merely give voice commands 
to whatever type of program 
you desire.” So after she 
received her instructions, she 
headed out on the highway. 
“Country Music,” she said, 
and instantly Garth Brooks 
was singing away onacountry 
station. After a while she said, 
“Oldies,” and instantly she 
heard Fats Domino singing 
“Blueberry Hill.” A few 
minutes later, a woman in a 
new Cadillac: cut her off in 
traffic. “Stupid, inconsiderate 
bitch!” she yelled. The radio 
paused for a second, and then 
she heard, “Hello again and 
welcome back to the program. 
This is Dr. Laura.” 


athhouse. 
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*Free Sight Testing 
*Tinted Contacts 
¢Disposable Contacts 
¢SunGlasses | 
*Designer Eyewear | 
¢Calvin Klein | 
* Armani 
*Perry Ellis 
Eddie Bauer 
Kenneth Cole 
«Alfred Sung 


Call for an | 
Appointment Today 


No Interest, No Payments for 6 Months 


~ Marlow 
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Purveyor of fine flowers. 
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MLT 2004 
Remi 
Collete 
Wins First 
Runner Up 


International Mr. 
Leather Contest 


Toronto’s own, Mr. 


Leatherman Toronto 2004 
Remi Collette, placed as 
First Runner up at 26" 
International Mr. Leather 


Contest, held in Chicago 
on Sunday, May 30. This 
is the highest placement 
ever for a Toronto 
competitor and a real 
testament to the abilities 
of Remi to represent 
Toronto and Canada on 
the international leather 
scene. 


Out of a possible 58 
contestants from 5 
countries, the new IML 
2004 is Jason Hendrix (Mr. 
DC Eagle 2004), First 
runner up, Remi Collette 
(MLT 2004) and Second 
runner up is Thomas 
Schoch (Mr. Fetish 
Switzerland 2004). 


Slaveboy dave 
(Bootblack Toronto 
2004) was in Chicago to 
represent Toronto and 
compete in the 12" 
Annual International Mr. 
Bootblack competition. 
The title went to Alan 
Turstall (The 
Barracks Bar, 
Cathedral City 
CA). 


The 2004 
International 
Mr. Leather 
Judges include: 
John Pendal 
( Lo n deorwn 
UK),David 
A | iid. een 
(Abbotsford 
Australia), Andy 
Anderson 
€:T:.o*T/6-n..t 0 
Canada),Mary 
Elizabeth Boyd 
(Arlington VA), 
George Hester 
(New Orleans 
LA), Randie 
Smith (Baltimore MD), 
Dan Hughes (San Jose 
CA), John Weis (New 
York NY) and George 
Wong (Montebello CA). 


Beginning in 1979 when 
about 400 gay leathermen 
gathered in Chicago for the 
first International Mr. 
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Leather contest, the 
weekend now. draws 
contestants and attendees 
from around the globe. 
Tens of thousands in the 


leather community 
converge in Chicago for the 
annual tradition of the 
leather contest and a 
weekend full of events, 
which this year included a 
record number of parties 
held by various clubs and 
organizations. The Leather 
Market has also become a 
highlight of the weekend 
with the world’s best 
collection of leather and 
fetish vendors. A large 
contingent of Mr. 
Leatherman Toronto 
members, volunteers and 
leather folk were on hand 
this year for the exciting 
competition and torally for 
our local contestants. 


For information, images or 
interviews, contact John 
Bassett, MLT Media 
Relations Coordinator at 
416.363.1259 or 
media@MrLT.com 


Mr. Leatherman Toronto 
is a volunteer-based not- 
for-profit corporation. Our 
net proceeds benefit 
organizations in the gay 


and lesbian community. 
This year’s designated 
charity is the Canadian 
Lesbian & Gay Archives 
(CLGA). 

Web: www.MrLT.com & 
www.leatherball.com 


We will be 
posting all 
of the 
Pride Week 
Parade and 
Coronatin 
Pictures 


and on our 
Website 
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! Hundreds of Pictures in our Archives at www.times!0.org/archives 
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Speaking of 
“ Normal” 


By Liz Massiah, MSW, 
RSW 

Clinical Social Worker 
& 


Provisional Chartered 
Psychologist 


The question of being part of 
an insider culture and 
knowing how to maneuver 
within that insider status, and 
yet also function within the 
outsider status was presented 
tomerecently. And it’s not an 
easy one to grapple with. 


Having been asked to present 
a short workshop on working 
therapeutically with lesbian 
and gay couples, I noticed that 
the group of therapists was 
highly multicultural. What a 
treat to talk with folks who 
were more likely to understand 
being an outsider. 


Interestingly the person who 
seemed to” not get it’, the 
most was the one who claimed 
to be the most supportive. And 
was of the dominant culture. 
And to almost every example 
I gave, she commented that 
whatever the experience was, 
it was just like being 
heterosexual. Finally, in 
exasperation, I think, one of 
the others present commented 
that the behaviors may be the 
same as those of 
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heterosexuals, but they are 
done within an extra layer of 
consideration that is always 
present. She got it! Most of 


the heads around the table 
nodded and other person 
glowered a bit. Ah well. 


That? extra, layer “of 
consideration that we function 
with seems like a good way of 
explaining ourselves- yet 
again. Our behaviors are not 
different, it’s just that they are 
done within the experience of 
being watched, or at least the 
possibility of being watched 
and judged as frightful. 


Cause after all, when it comes 
down to it, it’s our sexual 


behaviors that set us apart, 
along with our peculiar 
emotional attraction to 
others like us. But when it 
comes to sex, as Maureen 
Irwin used to say, “ Folks, 
there are only so many ways 
body parts can get together, 
whether you are male or 
female. Figure it out...and 
watch out for your bad back 
and sore knee in the process 
“And if we are not having 
lots of sexual behavior in 
our lives, are we still 
lesbians!. Are heterosexuals 
with sexual infrequency 
problems still heterosexual? 


To go back to the notions of 
being an insider, then the 
question of being an insider 
of what must be considered. 
One example I used is of 
using the extended eye 
contact that we lesbians must 
learn to use to contact one 
another. The woman 
mentioned above 
commented again that this is 
just like heterosexuals — at 
which point I held her gaze 
until she blinked — and when 
I commented that it’s the 
same and_ different 
simultaneously, she looked 
away. 


So I am not an insider of 
butchness, nor of being a 
drag queen, (the shoes at the 
Parade were amazing, and 
must have made local 
chiropractors rub their hands 
together with glee), but lam 
an insider of being watched 


and wondering if I am going 
to be damned . 


Now here in Alberta it is not 
hard to be watched and be 
damned, and heaven help us 
all if the Alliance a.k.a Tories 
got in federally, but that’s 
another story. 


We all live our lives being 
judged, but as a lesbian, often 
I don’t know what the 
judgment is based on — and 
what part of me is being 
accepted or rejected. Is it my 
gray hair, my short temper, 
my feminist beliefs (often) or 
my beloved spouse that is 
creating the tension, the 
uncertainty? Or the notion that 
I might want to have a same 
sex spouse or tend to enjoy 
the women in the outside 
café’s in their summer dresses 
and hardly notice most of the 
men? 


One of the questions that came 
up in the workshop was that 
of the young dyke or gay man 
who seems to be rebelling at 
everything around. Does that 
mean that they aren’t, “really 
gay’, just angry? At first, this 
seemed like a reasonable 
question for a therapist to ask 
— then it pissed me off, 
because they would not be 
asking that question regarding 
some angry kid’s sexuality if 
she was going on about a male 
being cute- or having raped 
her after the dance. The look 
of confusion on the askers 
face was amazing when I 


commented that sometimes 
kids get into religion ora sport 
or a cult, some of those kids 
have been abused, some not 
—and then move out of that as 
they mature. And that sexual 
orientation is set about the 
age of five, just often not 
expressed till later, though 
thank goodness later is sooner 
now than it used to be. 


Homophobia is so damned 
insidious, and really I was 
not upset at the time, but 
now...a rant is wanting to 
happen. 


As I write I am listening to 
some old soul music that often 
got played in the Robin’s Nest 
in Galt, Ont, in the 60’s. This 
was one of the first gay bars 
around in Ontario. Ithas been 
open for years, and where I 
came out. And where I 
learned about finally being 
an insider, and about needing 
to rant. 


This insider/outsider issue is not 
simple. Are we better off having 


a Pride Centre for our needs, 


including medical and other 
professionals? Or should our 
energy be going into working 
with the Northeast and the 
planned Southside Health 
Centres, to find ways to 
integrate lesbian friendly 
services into something that is 
already there. Most other 
insider groups have cultural 
events that they celebrate, ora 
community centre, but not for 
professional needs. Is our 
insider status so different that 
we need that? Personally I 
don’t think so and event when 
put through an insider/outsider 
filter, lam not convinced about 
a health centre. Where the hell 
would you put it — mobile 
maybe, since we are indeed 
everywhere? 


Anyhow, this insider is going to 
shut up for now. Have a great 
summer. 

(All opinions in this article are 
those of the author alone. They 
are not meant to replace 
consultation with a qualified 
professional therapist, and any 
client related information is 
carefully altered to protect 


identitiv.) 


Coming Soon! 
Flamingo Bingo! ~ 
Food Specials 
Cheap Drinks 
Cheap Shots 


$2,000 in Cash! est. 


Watch our website for details 


Private Members Club / 10345-104 St. 
42.6-34450 / www.etheroostniteciuh.com 
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GLCCE 
Update! 


Hope everyone had a great 
Pride Week! Special thanks 
to the Pride Society for a 
great week of events!! 


Pride Centre of Edmonton 
was proud to be a 
participant in the Pride 
March and the Business 
Fair. The interim board of 
GLCCE has been very busy 
over the past few weeks! 


We have chosen to focus 
on setting up 2 of the 4 
corporations as our short- 
term goals! 

Pride Cultural Services 
(already incorporated). 
This will allow the board 
to purchase a property on 
Jasper Ave and begin 
setting plans in motion to 
open a drop in centre as 
well as a coffee/snack/ 
novelty shop on the main 
floor as part of Pride 
Cultural Services. 


Current building tenants 
will be allowed to stay as 
their lease payments will 
off set costs of running the 
building. The board has 
made an offer to purchase 
a building with a $25,000 
down payment in the initial 
offer. Negotiations 
continue with an intended 
date of possession of 
August 15, 2004 


The board is inconsultation 
to facilitate the 
establishment of Pride 
Health and Human 
Services Clinic. Drew 


Hutton has agreed to 
consult with Brain Hlus 
(Director of Government 
Affairs) to speak in 
support of the 
establishment of Pride 
Centre of Edmonton. The 
board was also encouraged 
by Drew Hutton to 
complete Community 
Initiatives Program (CIP) 
and Community Facility 
Enhancement Program 
(CFEP) applications for 
funding from _ the 
Provincial Government 
and to garner written 
support of the project plans 
from other levels of 
government. Drew Hutton 
asked that we carbon copy 
the completed 
applications to him and he 
will see to it that they are 
dealt with expediently. He 
encouraged the board to 
ask for exactly what we 
wanted financially from 
the Alberta Government. 
The board of Pride Centre 
of Edmonton has asked for 
Federal support for this 
project in the following 
ways 

1. Startup money to secure 
the building and hire 3 
contractual staff for a 
period of one year to get 
the drop in centre going. 
2. Operational funding to 
ensure sustainability until 
the funding generating 
vehicle (coffee/snack/ 
novelty shop) is solid and 
providing profits to run 
programs and pay staff, 
and until Pride, the Charity 
has obtained charitable 
Status to secure grants 
from funding agencies. 
3: CIP “and CREP 
application endorsement 
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by all levels of government. 
The board is currently 
completing these 
applications. 


We Need You! 


What we need most from 
the community at this time 
is financial support in the 
form of sponsorship. The 
board is actively pursuing 
Corporate sponsors for 
Pride Centre of Edmonton. 
If you are well networked 
inthe community and know 
someone who could be of 
assistance now, please get 
in touch with us. We are 
also looking for board 
members for the 4 
corporations. 


If you have experience 
working, as an educator, 
entrepreneur/business 
person, with grant 
applications for funding in 
the medical profession. 

If you are well networked 
within the Edmonton 
Business and Political 
Community, hard-working, 
well educated and 
committed to social justice, 
aperson witha strong sense 
of community, wanting to 
foster this on a much larger 
scale.’ an” ‘energetic, 
passionate, innovative 
thinker who can work with 
people in aco-operative and 
collaborative manner 
Please submit a letter 
expressing interest along 
with a CY: to 
female.cochair@ glcce.org 
or male.cochair@ glcce.org 


Now is your chance 
to get involved! 


A Letter To The 
Editor From The 
Mother Of A Gay 
Son 


By Sharon Underwood 


For the Valley News 
(White River Junction, 
VT/Hanover, NH) 


As the mother of a gay son, 
I’ve seen firsthand how 
cruel and misguided 
people can be. Many 
letters have been sent to 
the Valley News 
concerning the 
homosexual menace in 
Vermont. I am the mother 
of a gay son and I’ ve taken 
enough from you good 
people. 


I’m tired of your foolish 
rhetoric about the 
“homosexual agenda” and 
your allegations that 
accepting homosexuality is 
the same thing as 
advocating sex with 
children. You are cruel and 
ignorant. You have been 
robbing me of the joys of 
motherhood ever since my 
children were tiny. 


My firstborn son started 
suffering at the hands of 
the moral little thugs from 
your moral, upright 
families from the time he 
was in the first grade. He 
was. physically and 
verbally abused from first 
grade straight through high 
school because he was 
perceived to be gay. He 
never professed to be gay 
or had any association with 


anything gay, but he had 
the misfortune not to walk 
or have gestures like the 
other boys. He was called 
“fag” incessantly, starting 
when he was 6. 


In high school, while your 
children were doing what 
kids that age should be 
doing, mine labored over a 
suicide note, drafting and 
redrafting it to be sure his 
family knew how much he 
loved them. My sobbing 
17-year-old tore the heart 
out of me as he choked out 
that he just couldn’t bear 
to continue living any 
longer, that he didn’t want 
to be gay and that he 
couldn’t face a life without 
dignity. 


You have the audacity to 
talk about protecting 
families and children from 
the homosexual menace, 
while you yourselves tear 
apart families and drive 
children to despair. I don’t 
know why my son is gay, 
but I do know that God 
didn’t put him, and 
millions like him, on this 
Earth to give you someone 
to abuse. God gave you 
brains so that you could 
think, and it’s about time 
you started doing that. 


At the core of all your 
misguided beliefs is the 
belief that this could never 
happen to you, that there is 
some kind of subculture 
out there that people have 
chosen to join. The fact is 
that if it can happen to my 
family, it can happen to 
yours, and you won’t get to 
choose. Whether it is 
genetic or whether 


something occurs during a 
critical time of fetal 
development, I don’t know. 
I can only tell you with an 
absolute certainty that it is 
inborn. 


If you want to tout your 
own morality, you’d best 
come up with something 
more substantive than your 
heterosexuality. You did 
nothing to earn it; it was 
given to you. If you 
disagree, I would be 
interested in hearing your 
story, because my own 
heterosexuality was a 
blessing I received with no 
effort whatsoever on my 
part. It is so woven into the 
very soul of me that 
nothing could ever change 
it. For those of you who 
reduce sexual orientation 
to a simple choice, a 
character issue, a bad habit 
or something that can be 
changed by a 10-step 
program, I’m puzzled. Are 
you saying that your own 
sexual orientation is 
nothing more than 
something you have 
chosen, that you could 
change it at will? If that’s 
not the case, then why 
would you suggest that 
someone else can? 


A popular theme in your 
letters is that Vermont has 
been infiltrated by 
outsiders. Both sides of my 
family have lived in 
Vermont for generations. I 
am heart and soul a 
Vermonter, so I'll thank 
you to stop saying that you 
are speaking for “true 
Vermonters.” 


You invoke the memory of 
the brave people who have 
fought on the battlefield 
for this great country, 
saying that they didn’t give 
their lives so that the 
“homosexual agenda” 
could tear down the 
principles they died 
defending. My 83-year-old 
father fought in some of 
the most horrific battles of 
World War II, was 
wounded and awarded the 
Purple Heart. He shakes 
his head in sadness at the 
life his grandson has had 
to live. He says he fought 
alongside homosexuals in 
those battles, that they did 
their part and bothered no 
one. One of his best friends 
in the service was gay, and 
he never knew it until the 
end, and when he did find 
out, it mattered not at all. 
That wasn’t the measure of 
the man. 


You religious folk just 
can’t bear the thought that 
as my son emerges from 
the hell that was his 
childhood he might like to 
find a lifelong companion 
and have a measure of 
happiness. It offends your 
sensibilities that he should 
request the right to visit 
that companion in the 
hospital, to make medical 
decisions for him or to 
benefit from tax laws 
governing inheritance. 


How dare he? you say. 
These outrageous requests 
would threaten the very 
existence of your family, 
would undermine the 
sanctity of marriage. You 
use religion to abdicate 
your responsibility to be 


thinking human beings. 
There are vast numbers of 
religious people who find 
your attitudes repugnant. 
God=icennotm10re =the 
privileged majority, and 
God knows my son has 
committed no sin. 


The deep-thinking author 
of a letter to the April 12 
Valley News who lectures 
about homosexual sin and 
tells us about “those of us 
who have been blessed 
with the benefits of a 
religious upbringing” asks: 
“What ever happened to 
the idea of striving . . . to 
be better human beings 
than we are?” 


Indeed, sir, what ever 
happened to that? 
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Business & Service Directory 


Massage 


ACU MASSAGE THERAPY 
Dwayne Holm, RMT 
THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE FOR STRESS 
REDUCTION, RELAXATION AND THE RE- 
LIEF OF MUSCULAR PRIN. 

Phone: 483-3190 


Edmonton 780-413-7122 
Calgary 403-777-9494 


macs Pride Video Video 
Interested in placing an order with us? 


Cards Call (877)-452-7743 DVD 
10121-124 St. Edmonton AB, TSN 1P5 


Insurance Brokers 


Trans West 
Insurance Brokers 


Ken Vaughan (F.LI.C.) 


Call 967-2282 
Onoway Branch 


Lube Shipping Charges apply Toys 


Legal 


The Waist is a terrible thing 
to mind. 


WILLIAM M. FAULKNER 


Barrister & Solicitor 


Wills, Estates, CPP Appeals, Real 
Estate, Criminal 
Phone: 422-6207 Fax: 424-9955 


Ziggy 


Accounting 


Millwoods Accounting Services Ltd 
Michael James 
President 
Small Business Accounting & Personal Tax 
3279A Parsons Road Phone: 780-450-1686 
mwacc @telusplanet.net 


Health 
a * Capitat 
STD Centre “a Yealth 
11111 Jasper Ave. Edmonton [General 
Hospital] 
Call 413-5156 for an appointment. 


Free confidential testing, treatment and 
counselling of STD’s & HIV 
No Alberta Health Care Card required. 


David Ushko Chartered Accountant 


Serving businesses Providing accounting and 
and individuals tax service and advice 


Personal and corporate Telephone: (780) 425-2350 Services 
tax returns Free initial consultation SRST OR 


905, 10010 - 106 Street Edmonton, Alberta T5J 3L8 


Rob Pearson 


Come worship with us...at Lambda everyone is welcome! 
LAMBDA Christian Community Church 
11148-84 Avenue, Edmonton 
Phone: (780) 887-8611 
Web site: www.members.shaw.ca/lambdachurch/ 
E-mail: lambdachurch @shaw.ca 


ic 12736 - St. Albert Trail 
| Residential Carpet Pager: 480-0949 


Worship Services: Sunday 7 p.m. 
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ECGMONTON 
780-488-5742 
WWW.HIVEBMONTON.COM 
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